A STATE WATER TRAIL GUIDE TO THE VERMILION RIVER
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NOTE: (R) and (L) represent right and left banks of the river when facing downstream. |
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42.3 Vermilion Dam. Portage right, 400 yds., USGS gauge on left, 200 feet below dam. \ :
41.6 (L) Carry-in access. A 1 .
41.0 (L) Watercraft campsite. 7 |
40.9 Shively Falls, three steep boulder-bed pitches. Class I11. Portage left, 440 yds. bt B Buyuck |
39.8 Liftover Falls, a sheer four-foot drop into a quiet pool. Souse holes form beneath 2 V /’DeCaigny Rapids
the falls. Class Il. Portage right, 45 yds. Ny 3f‘|’|y"f potsgei( |
39.4 Everett Rapids, a Class I-11 boulder-bed pitch. Portage right, 150 yds. The river & ‘\*' |
then enters the Chain of Lakes, seven miles of wide, still water. -~ = Buyck \
39.3 (R) Undeveloped campsite with fire ring. rﬂv 1 |
38.0 (L) Twomile Creek. The landing at the County Road 422 bridge over the creek | K |
provides access to the Vermilion. > @ B2 \
36.1 (R) Watercraft campsite. 9 S J,«
33.9 (R) Confluence of Hilda Creek. & 1 2 '*u,%
32.0 (L) Confluence of Eightmile Creek. There is a carry-in access at river left, but the @ \ |
landing at the County Road 24 bridge over the creek river right also provides 2 o i
access to the Vermilion. DNR watercraft campsites on right. %\&\L Z \ ) |
31.8 Portage right, 1670 yrds. Orr ' gzetl)girlémps:tead;s(sapids |
31.-8-30.9 Table Rock Falls, a 20-foot cascade with vertical ledges. Class IV-VI. The river - |.||y "POo9g .
then runs into a steep, narrow canyon and tumbles through continuous rapids for ~ Lake | Finstad .
the next three-quarters of a mile. Class I11-1V. N g 4,
30.7 (L) Co. Rd. 24 watercraft campsite and carry-in access. - 30 /\/L S
29.3 Belguim Fred’s Rapids, a short Class | boulder-bed pitch. Portage left; 220 yrds. supérior |
26.8 DeCaigny Rapids, a Class | boulder-bed pitch. Portage right, 330 yrds. o Co Rd 24 " §_| N
26.4 County Road 24 bridge at Buyck. trailer access on right, above bridge. USGS river . L EH
level gauge on right. il ! TR S ‘8!
21.2 Confluence of Pelican Rapids. Paddle one-half mile up the Pelican to see a /_M 7/ VAV 7 \§>| s
rapids and waterfall. S —
195 Chipmunk Falls, a Class Il boulder-bed pitch. Portage left, 990 yrds. i J( / National
18.8 Bridge ruins from the Vermilion spur of the Virginia and Rainy Lake Company B : Eight Mile Creek [
railroad. & S0
17.4 Pilings mark where pine logs were stopped by boom logs and loaded on railroad &
cars bound for Virginia. @ &
16.5 Snowshoe Narrows. Pine-covered cliffs and hills nearly 100 feet high flank the Y A ¢
river. U.S. Forest Service (USFS) watercraft campsite on right. The bluffs recede and s : Forest
rice beds line the next several miles of river. There are watercraft campsites at river L;L‘;:’)
right. mile
14.8 (L) Confluence of Wagner Creek. j
14.3 (L) Confluence of Bug Creek. D
12.8 (R) Watercraft campsite. . i
9.1 (L) Confluence of Flap Creek.
6.6 (R) Confluence of Holmes Creek. trailer access at Gold Mine Road bridge over the creek. ' | -
Watercraft access is up Holmes Creek. . —~f
5.6 (L) Confluence of Dixon Creek. w!
4.4 A long, rocky island marks the beginning of the 990 yrd. portage around the left Kabetogama g|
side of High Falls. Take the left channel around the island. The rapids at the §-
downstream end of the island lead to the falls, a 25-foot high, narrow, twisting Q!
flume. High Falls, also called Vermilion Falls or Upper Gorge, rates Class | -
VI. USFS area on left with picnic tables, fire grates, privies and an observation State s
railing along the falls.
3.9 National Forest Road 491 bridge. Carry-in access and rest area on left, above bridge.
Begin 660 yrd. portage around left side of the Chute.
3.8 The Chute, a twisting 10-foot drop over a ledge and large boulders. The current
. . . s Forest
is powerful and crashes into an undercut cliff on the left and an undercut rock on the (24) a Ry,
right near the tail of the rapids. Class I11-V. 3 Liftover Falls <k
3.6 (R) Watercraft campsite just downstream from The Chute. o o ®
1.9 (R) Watercraft campsite (USFS). Sl 7
0.8 Portage left, 3960 yrds. Beginning of the “Gorge” see R.M. 0.9. | 11 gy o o apids
0.9-0.5 Class II-111 boulder-bed rapids. iR° vt gertace (X
0.4  The Gorge. The river bends sharply to the left, tumbles over two steep ledges and % Road Shivell)ll b 4
enters a narrow canyon with sheer 50-foot walls. Quick rescue in the canyon -~ - el
is nearly impossible. Class I11-V. The Gorge is perhaps the most unusual and ” §|=\ Vgrmilion,Ram
beautiful of the Vermilion’s rapids. River level gaugaM 400 y1c!- portage(R)
0 Bourassa’s Post, an historic site and rest area, on left. The area is named for René o f e
Bourassa, a Frenchman who built a trading post near the mouth of the river in 1736. Raps Rd. ?\«'\“"9 ) \ \,
0 The Vermilion widens as it joins Crane Lake. There is a trailer access on the a (L 4
o { e 3 Respect
southwest shore of the lake. P ~ ﬁf\/ -
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