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  Public Trails

W.M.A. = Wildlife Management Area

S.N.A.   = Scientific and Natural Area

 Designated Public Lands Carry-in Access
 Trailer Access
 Rest Area
 Watercraft Campsite
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 Rapids
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Route Descriptions of the Minnesota,
Cottonwood & Watonwan Rivers

A  S T A T E  WA T E R  T R A I L  G U I D E  T O  T H E  M I N N E S O T A  R I V E R  ( I n c l u d e s  t h e  C o t t o n w o o d  a n d  W a t o n w a n  R i v e r s )  

NORTH

1 2 3 4 Miles0

1 2 3 4 Kilometers0

5

5

Minnesota River Miles 
84.8 (L) Rogers Creek confluence.
84.0 (R) Cherry Creek confluence.
82.3 (R) Ottawa trailer access.
82.5 (R) City of Ottawa.
80.8-79.2(R) Chamberlain Woods S.N.A.
77.8 (L) Barney Fry Creek confluence.
74.5 (R) Le Sueur trailer access, city of Le Sueur/ Highway 93   
 bridge. drinking water, rest area, watercraft campsite 
 (permit required).
72.0 (R) Le Sueur Creek confluence/ Highway 169 bridge.
70.0 (L) Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area - Rush River Unit.
70.0 (L) Rush River confluence.

Cottonwood River Miles

62.8 (R) Co. Rd. 2 bridge and Juenemann carry-in access.
58.6 Co. Hwy. 3 bridge.
56.4 (L) Springfield carry-in access.
56.1 Co. Hwy 5 bridge.
50.2 Co. Hwy. 258 bridge.
45.2 Co. Hwy. 7 bridge.
42.5 Co. Hwy. 8 bridge.
34.5 Township 91 bridge.
31.4 (L) State Hwy. 4 bridge and carry-in access.
29.0 (L) Township bridge and Theden’s carry-in access.
23.5 (L) Co. Rd. 10 bridge and carry-in access.
16.8 (L) Co. Rd. 11 bridge and carry-in access.
6.5 Co. Rd. 13 bridge.
6.5 - 4 Flandrau State Park.
5.7   (L) Flandrau State Park carry-in access.
3.1    (L) Cottonwood Street bridge and carry-in access. 
1.6    (L) State Hwy 15 bridge and carry-in access.
1.0 DM & E Railroad Trestle.
0.0          Confluence with Minnesota River.

Watonwan River Miles

47.6 (L) Watona City Park and Madelia carry-in access.
46.5 State Hwy 60 bridge.
41.2  Co. Rd. 30 bridge.
35.0 (R) Co. Rd. 32 bridge and carry-in access.
29.5 (R) Co. Rd. 20 bridge and trailer access.
24.1 Co. Rd. 13 bridge.
21.2 (L) State Hwy 169 bridge and carry-in access.
20.4 (L) Garden City trailer access.
19.9 (L) Blue Earth County Fairgrounds carry-in access.
16.2         Confluence with Blue Earth River.

NOTE: (R) and (L) represent right and left banks of the river when facing downstream.

Western Continuation of the Cottonwood River

171-169.3 (L)  Mack Lake County Park. (Renville #4). Access and watercraft   
 campsite at 169.6
167.7 (L&R) Kettner trailer access R/Kettner Campsite L.
163.2 State Highway 4 bridge.
163.2 (L) State Highway 4 trailer access/Minnesota River W.M.A..
158.9 Hinderman bridge remnants.
153.3 (L) Little Rock Creek confluence.
152.3 (L) Harkin Store carry-in access. CAUTION: steep bank.
151.8 (L) Eight Mile Creek confluence.
148.7-157.1  (R) Boesch W.M.A..
143.3 Buessmann Bridge (Co Rd. 14).
143.3 (L) Buessmann Bridge trailer access.
141.3 (L) Huelskamp Creek confluence.
140.6 (L) Fritsche Creek confluence, Fritsche Creek W.M.A..
138.7 State Hwy. 15 bridge.
138.9 (R) Minnecon Park trailer access.
138.3 (R) Riverside Park trailer access.
136.5 Co. Rd. 37 bridge.
136.2 (L) Eckstein trailer access.
134.0 DM & E Railroad “turnstyle” bridge.
133.7 (R) Cottonwood River confluence.
128.3 (R) Co. Rd. 24 bridge/Courtland boat landing. 
127.5 (R) Little Cottonwood River confluence.
127.1  (R) Morgan Creek confluence.
126.8 (R) City of Cambria.
126.2  (L) Cambria Campsite.
116.7 (L) Swan Lake outlet.
116.3 (L) Co. Rd. 42 trailer access.
116.3  (R) Co. Rd. 42 bridge - City of Judson.
116.0-106.5 (R) Minneopa State Park boundary.
108.5 (R) Minneopa State Park camping.
108.2 (R) Minneopa Creek confluence.
105.2 (R) Land of Memories Park trailer access/camping.
105.1 (R) Blue Earth River confluence.
105.1 (R) Sibley Park, carry-in access.
104.0 State Hwy 169 bridge.
103.0 Veterans Memorial bridge.
101.6 State Hwy 14 bridge.
101-91.2  (R) East Minnesota River State Game Refuge.
95.0 (L) Seven Mile Creek confluence.
95.0 (L) Seven Mile Creek Co. Park trailer access.
94.8 (L) Seven Mile Creek County Park.
92.3 (L) Swan Lake (Larson) W.M.A.
90.5  (R)     Shanaska Creek confluence.
88.9  (L)     State Hwy 22 bridge and Riverside Park carry-in access.
88.8 (L)    #6 trailer access and campsite.
88.9 State Hwy 99 bridge.
87.2 (L) Campsite.
86.3 (L) Traverse Des Sioux City Park, carry-in access.


